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lute to stop them. Here Chamberlain stepped in with decisive
effect. He organized a 'West African Frontier Force9 on French
lines—Hausa troops and British officers—and placed it under the
brilliant command of Lugard to do what the French had been
doing. An interminable Niger Conference had begun in Paris,
and lasted nine months—from the autumn of 1897 *° midsum-
mer 1898. Nearly all that time French and British expeditions
were hoisting their rival flags over the length and breadth of
large areas, which, though conceded to Great Britain by the 1890
Agreement, had since been penetrated by France. It was much
to the credit of the officers on both sides that no armed collision
occurred. At last on 14 June 1898 an Anglo-French Convention
ended the dispute. The lines between French and British in
West Africa were drawn substantially as they are to-day. France
was assured of northern hinterlands enabling her to link up
effectively her domains in West, North, and West-Central Africa.
Great Britain gained most of the territory in which the recent
marching and countermarching had gone on; in other words,
she recovered most, though not all, of what it had been open to
her to occupy after the Agreement of 1890. It was far more than
she would have done but for the intervention of Chamberlain.
A more severe conflict with France was soon to follow. It
arose out of decisions taken in the year 1896. March in that year
witnessed the most serious defeat of white men by black that has
ever occurred on African soil, when an Italian army of 30,000
men under General Baratieri was overwhelmed by the Abys-
sinians at Adowa. Following it the Italians at Kassala were
heavily attacked by the Sudan dervishes, and to relieve the pres-
sure Great Britain consented to make a diversion up the Nile.1
The British Sirdar of the Egyptian army, Sir Herbert Kitchener,2
had long laid his plans to reconquer the Sudan, and this was his
opportunity to embark on them. Cromer was hostile; leaders in
the cabinet, including both Balfour and Chamberlain, were
diffident; and Great Britain had to advance the capital expendi-
1 The Italians eventually decided to abandon Kassala, which in December 1897
was handed over to an Egyptian force under a British officer.
a B. 1850; in 1870 served as volunteer in the French army of the Loire; entered
Royal Engineers, 1871; on Palestine survey, 1874-8; notable service in Sudan,
1883-5; governor of the Red Sea Territories, 1886; Sirdar of the Egyptian army
from 1890; created baron, 1898, after victory of Omdurman; in South African war,
chief of staff to Lord Roberts, 1900, and commander-in-chief, 1900-2; viscount and
O.M. 1902; commander-in-chief in India, 1902-9; British representative in Egypt,
1911-14; earl, 1914; war minister, 1914-16; drowned on service, 1916.

